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Table 1: College Attendance, College Type, and Highest Credential Att ainment by SES and Test Score Tertiles, ELS (2004-2012)

Test Score SES

All Low Test Middle Test High Test Low SES Middle SES High SES

HS Diploma (On Time, No GED) 8,512 2,164 2,909 3,402 2,233 2,585 3,354

Ever Attend College: 2004-2012 86% 73% 87% 95% 75% 86% 95%

First College Level
2 year 37% 61% 42% 19% 51% 41% 23%

4 Year 59% 30% 56% 80% 42% 55% 75%

Started at 2 Year College

Some College 46% 51% 42% 44% 49% 47% 41%

Certi�cate 17% 22% 17% 9% 21% 17% 11%

Associate’s Degree 16% 15% 18% 16% 16% 16% 15%

Bachelor’s Degree Plus 20% 11% 24% 31% 14% 19% 33%

Started at 4 Year College

Some College 22% 45% 26% 15% 36% 26% 15%

Certi�cate 5% 12% 5% 4% 7% 6% 4%

Associate’s Degree 5% 9% 7% 3% 8% 6% 4%

Bachelor’s Degree Plus 67% 34% 61% 78% 49% 61% 76%

Source: ELS (2002-2012); Sample: On-time high school graduates, com pleted post-secondary education by June of 2012
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Table 2: Logistic Regression of Employment Status 2012

Employed 2012

SES 2002  1.14         (1.80)

10th Grade Test Score  1.02***   (4.07)

Graduate Degree2  4.96***  (6.04)

Bachelor's Degree  3.32***  (8.19) 

Associate's Degree  2.07***  (3.89)

Certi�cate  1.53**    (2.84)

Some College  1.17        (1.36)

Female  0.37*** (-10.91)

Black  1.11         (0.71)

Hispanic  0.82      (-1.63)

Other Race  0.76*    (-2.01)

N 7596

Source: ELS (2002-2012); Sample: completed post-secondary educa tion by the 
end of 2011, on-time high school graduates

T-statistics in parentheses;   
*signi�cant at .05;**signi�cant at .01; ***signi�cant at .001
1Employed (full time or part time) versus unemployed
2On-time high school graduates are the comparison for credential coe� cients

Table 3: OLS Regression on Log of Earnings 2011

Log Earnings 2011

SES 2002 0.05**      (2.77)

10th Grade Test Score 0.01***     (4.83)

Graduate Degree1 0.46***    (8.58)

Bachelor's Degree 0.34***     (8.83)

Associate Degree 0.22***     (4.37)

Certi�cate 0.13**       (2.74)

Some College -0.03       (-0.73)

Hours Worked Per Week in 2011 0.02***    (23.92)

Weeks Employed in 2011 0.03***    (29.97)

Female -0.16***    (-7.52)

Black -0.12**     (-3.23)

Hispanic 0.02        (0.50)

Other Race 0.06        (1.84)

Constant 7.49***    (86.94)

N 5,109

Source: ELS (2002-2012); Sample:  Completed post-secondary educa tion by 
the end of 2010, on time high school graduates, report  earnings
T-statistics in parentheses
*signi�cant at .05;**signi�cant at .01; ***signi�cant at .001
1On-time high school graduates are the comparison for credential coe� cients    
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Table 4: Characteristics of Individuals with Di�erent Attainment Lev els

Some College Certi�cate1 Associate’s Degree Bachelor’s Degree Graduate Degree

Low High School GPA Third, Honors Weighted 0.36 0.34 21%*** 6%*** 2%***

Usually had Homewomk Done 10th Grade 71% 72% 78%** 84%*** 88%***

Get in Trouble 3 or More Times 10th Grade 13% 12% 9% 6%*** 4%***

Skip 3 or More Times 10th grade 12% 11% 11% 5%*** 5%***

Low Sophomore Test Third 0.34 45%*** 0.29 9%*** 5%***

Low SES Third 2002 0.36 40%* 0.33 17%*** 11%***

First Generation College Student 0.28 34%* 0.31 16%*** 11%***

Source: ELS (2002-2012); Sample: Completed post-secoondary educ ation by June of 2012, on-time high school graduates
*signi�cant at .05;**signi�cant at .01; ***signi�cant at .001
1 Signi�cance is compared to some college
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We propose research objectives that can improve 
student experiences: 
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Table 5: Correlation between Job Satisfaction and Job Rewards within Ed ucation Levels 

 Highest Degree Attained by 2008 

Job Rewards HS Graduate Certi�cate Associate’s Degree Bachelor’s Degree Graduate Degree All

Personal Earnings 0.11 0.17 0.07 0.10 0.02 0.1

Perceived SES 0.21 0.2 0.22 0.22 0.11 0.21

Job Autonomy 0.29 0.37 0.32 0.33 0.33 0.32

Currently Employed 0.16 0.14 0.14 0.19 0.11 0.17

Job Related to Career Goals 0.31 0.32 0.36 0.35 0.28 0.33

Job Part of Career 0.35 0.36 0.35 0.38 0.37 0.37

Currently Employed 0.14 0.11 0.17 0.12 0.17 0.14

Achieved Desired Educational Level 0.12 0.11 0.11 0.12 0.01 0.12

N 4470 938 1058 2838 1155 10459

Source: Adolescent Health, 1995-2008

Sample: Restricted to high school graduates who are employed full time in o ne job in 2008
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Table 6: Multivariate Non-Monetary Regression Results (n=10582 )

Columns correspond to educational levels, and rows correspond to empl oyment outcomes. The entries correspond to the multivariate regress ion coe�cient 
predicting the outcome from the educational level.

  Certi�cate  Associate's Degree  Bachelor's Degree  Graduate Degree

POISSON REGRESSION     

Job Relates to Career     

Unrelated   0.59 (0.52, 0.67) ****  0.76 (0.68, 0.84) ****  0.51 (0.47, 0.56) ****  0.2 5 (0.21, 0.31) ****

Preparation   1.35 (1.21, 1.50) ****  1.18 (1.06, 1.32) **  1.22 (1.12, 1.33) ****  1.08 (0.96, 1.22)

Part of Career  1.36 (1.25, 1.49) ****  1.35 (1.24, 1.47) ****  1.60 (1.50, 1.71) ****  2.0 9 (1.94, 2.24) ****

Bene�ts O�ered     

Health Bene�ts   1.01 (0.97, 1.06)  1.13 (1.09, 1.17) ****  1.18 (1.15, 1.22) ****  1.27 (1.22, 1.31) ****

Retirement Bene�ts  1.03 (0.97, 1.09)  1.15 (1.09, 1.20) ****  1.25 (1.21, 1.30) ****  1.34 (1. 29, 1.40) ****

Vacation Bene�ts  1.01 (0.97, 1.06)  1.11(1.07, 1.15) ****  1.17 (1.13, 1.20) ****  1.22 (1.18, 1.27) ****

Job Conditions     

Day Shift  0.99 (0.94, 1.04)  1.08 (1.03, 1.13) ***  1.23 (1.19, 1.27) ****  1.23 (1.18, 1.29) ****

Irregular Hours  1.06 (0.93, 1.22)  0.83 (0.72, 0.96) **  0.77(0.69, 0.86) ****  0.78 (0.68, 0.90) ***

Work Hard Physically  0.90 (0.75, 1.09)  0.58 (0.46, 0.72) ****  0.28 (0.22, 0.35) ****  0.12 (0.07, 0.21) ****

Work Desk Job     0.96(0.85, 1.07)  1.20 (1.09, 1.32) ****  1.71 (1.60,1.83) ****  1.44(1.32, 1.58) ****

Supervise Managers   0.86 (0.68, 1.09)  1.18 (0.97, 1.44)+  1.28 (1.09, 1.50) **  1.05 (0.84, 1. 32)

Supervise Others   0.97 (0.86, 1.10)  1.00 (0.89, 1.12)  0.96 (0.88, 1.05)  1.08 (0.97, 1.21)

OLS Regression     

Personal Earnings   2.25 (-0.79, 5.29)  4.35 (1.43, 7.27) **  12.9 (10.6, 15.1) ****  19.8 (16. 7, 22.8) ****

Perceived Status (0–10)   0.13 (0.02, 0.24) *  0.27 (0.16, 0.37) ****  0.86 (0.78, 0.94) ****  1.48 (1.37, 1.59) ****

Job Satisfaction  0.03 (0.01, 0.04) **  0.02 (0.01, 0.04) **  0.01 (0.00. 0.03) *  0.05 (0.03, 0.07) ****

Job Autonomy  0.05 (0.03, 0.07) ****  0.03 (0.01, 0.05) **  0.04 (0.02, 0.06) ****  0.07 (0.05, 0.09) ****

Job Repetitive   -0.01 (-0.03, 0.01)  -0.04 (-0.06, -0.02) ****  -0.13 (-0.15,-0.12) ****  -0.19 (-0.22, -0.17)**** 

Number Times Fired  -0.01 (-0.11, 0.09)  -0.09 (-0.19, 0.00) *  -0.19 (-0.27, -0.12) ****  -0.32 (-0.42, -0.22) ****

Source: Adolescent Health, 1995-2008

Sample: Restricted to high school graduates who are employed full time in o ne job in 2008

Control variables: demographics (race/ethnicity (black, Latin o, Asian), gender); educational factors (grade average, test score, g rades not reported by respondent); 
acculturation (nativity, parent nativity, speak English versus an other language at home); and parent’s socioeconomic status (parent’ s self-reported educational level, 
household income, and whether they have enough money to pay bills.)  
Con�dence interval in parentheses

���&�.�"�)�/�!�"�W�������"���&�)�,���-�W�����!�,�����-�W�"���0���W�"�#�!�"���,�W�����,�(�#�(�!�-�W�*���3�)�î�-�W
�.�"���(�W���-�-�)���#���.�����-�W�����!�,�����-�W�!���,�/�������W�ü�ú�ú�ü�"���W���)�.�"�W���)�(� ���,�W�-�#�'�#�&���,�W
�(�)�(�'�)�(���.���,�3�W�$�)���W�,���1���,���-���W���(���&�3�4�#�(�!�W�.�"���W�������W�������&�.�"�W
�-�/�,�0���3���W�
���(���.�W���)�-���(�����/�'�W� �)�/�(���W�.�"���.���W���)�'�*���,�����W�1�#�.�"�W�"�#�!�"�W
�-���"�)�)�&�W�!�,�����/���.���-���W�-�.�/�����(�.�-�W�1�"�)�W���.�.���#�(�W�����,�.�#�ð�����.���-�W���(���W
���-�-�)���#���.�����-�W�����!�,�����-�W���,���W�'�)�,���W�&�#�%���&�3�W�.�)�W�"���0���W�����,�.���#�(�W�$�)���W
�,���1���,���-���W�#�(���&�/���#�(�!�W�*���,�����#�0�����W�-�.���.�/�-�W���(���W���/�.�)�(�)�'�3���W���(���W
���&�-�)�W�"���0���W�,���1���,���-�W�.�"���.�W�-�/�!�!���-�.�W�.�"���.�W�.�"���#�,�W�$�)���-�W���,���W�*���,�.�W�)� �W
���W�����,�����,���W�-�/���"�W���-�W�����,�����,�W�,���&���0���(�����W���(���W�����,�����,�W�*�,���*���,���.�#�)�(�W
�!�������&���W���"���W�	�(�W�������#�.�#�)�(���W�#�(���#�0�#���/���&�-�W�1�#�.�"�W���-�-�)���#���.�����-�W
�����!�,�����-�W�!���/�.�W�(�)�.�W�����,�.�#�ð�����.���-�"�W�,���*�)�,�.�W�&�)�1���,�W�,���.���-�W�)� �W�0���,�#�)�/�-�W
�/�(�*�&�����-���(�.�W�$�)���W�����'���(���-�W�!�#���������W�*�"�3�-�#�����&�&�3�W�"���,�����W�#�,�,���!�/�&���,�W
�"�)�/�,�-���W�(�#�!�"�.�W�-�"�#� �.���W�)�,�W�,���*���.�#�.�#�0���"���W�	�(�����������W���)�-���(�����/�'�W�ð�(���-�W
�.�"���.�W���-�-�)���#���.�����-�W�����!�,�����-�W�"���0���W�*���3�)�î�-�W�)�(�W�0�#�,�.�/���&�&�3�W���&�&�W�$�)���W
�,���1���,���-�W� �)�,�W�1�"�#���"�W�����������&���/�,�����.���W�����!�,�����-�W���)���W�-�)�'���.�#�'���-�W���.�W
�.�"���W�-���'���W�'���!�(�#�.�/�����W�!�#���������W���/�.�)�(�)�'�3���W�"�����&�.�"�W�����(���ð�.�-���W�����,�����,�W
�*�,���*���,���.�#�)�(�"���W���(���W�-�)�'���.�#�'���-�W�&���-�-�W�!�#���������W�����,�(�#�(�!�-���W�-�.�,���(�/�)�/�-���W
�(�#�!�"�.�W�-�"�#� �.�"���W

�	�(�W�����,�&�#���,�W�,���-�����,���"�W�)�(�W�$�)���W�����-�#�,�����#�&�#�.�3���W���)�-���(�����/�'�W
�!�ü�ú�û�ü�"�W� �)�/�(���W�.�"���.�W�"�)�&�����,�-�W�)� �W���-�-�)���#���.�����-�W�����!�,�����-�W�'���3�W
�"���0���W�"�����&�.�"�W�*���3�)�î�-���W�-�/���"�W���-�W�&�)�1���,�W�,�#�-�%�-�W�)� �W�-�'�)�%�#�(�!�W���(���W
�)�����-�#�.�3���W���)�'�*���,�����W�1�#�.�"�W�'���.���"�����W�"�#�!�"�W�-���"�)�)�&�W�!�,�����/���.���-�W
�1�#�.�"�W�-�#�'�#�&���,�W�"�#�!�"�W�-���"�)�)�&�W�������%�!�,�)�/�(���-���W�W���.�"���,�W�,���-�����,���"�W
�-�/�!�!���-�.�-�W�.�"���.�W�"�����&�.�"�W�*���3�)�î�-�W�)� �W�����/�����.�#�)�(�W�'���3�W�����W�'�����#���.�����W
���3�W�����.�.���,�W�$�)���W���)�(���#�.�#�)�(�-�W�!���,���-�-���,���W�ü�ú�ú�ÿ���W���,���(���(���,�W�ü�ú�û�ú�"���W
���#�(�����W�����,�(�#�(�!�-�W�'���3�W�(�)�.�W�����W�.�"���W�'�)�-�.�W�#�'�*�)�,�.���(�.�W�&�����)�,�W
�'���,�%���.�W�)�/�.���)�'���W� �)�,�W�3�)�/�(�!�W�����/�&�.�-���W�,���-�����,���"�W�'�/�-�.�W���2�*���(���W
�#�.�-�W�0�#���1�*�)�#�(�.�W�.�)�W���)�(�-�#�����,�W�.�"���W� �/�&�&�W�,���(�!���W�)� �W�$�)���W���.�.�,�#���/�.���-�W
�0���&�/�����W���3�W�3�)�/�(�!�W�����/�&�.�-��

�����"���W���)�,�!�)�.�.���(�W�����&� ���W�*�)�-�����W�.�"���W�#�-�-�/���W�)� �W�3�)�/�.�"�W���.�.���#�(�'���(�.�W
�#�(�W�.�"���W�'�)�-�.�W�!���(���,���&�W�.���,�'�-���W���)���#���.�3�W�(�������-�W�3�)�/�.�"�W�.�)�W���.�.���#�(�W
�,���-�*�)�(�-�#���&���W���(���W�,���-�*�����.�����W�,�)�&���-�W�1�#�.�"�W�����,�����,�W�*�,�)�-�*�����.�-���W
���(���W�3�)�/�.�"�W�-�����%�W�)�*�*�)�,�.�/�(�#�.�#���-�W�.�)�W���)�W�-�)���W�����.�W�.�"���W�(���,�,�)�1�W
�,���-�����,���"�W� �)���/�-�W�)�(�W�����,�(�#�(�!�-�W�"���-�W�&�#�'�#�.�����W�)�/�,�W�0�#���1�-�W�)� �W
���.�.���#�(�'���(�.�W�#�(�W�/�(� �)�,�.�/�(���.���W�1���3�-���W�
���(�3�W���-�*�����.�-�W�)� �W�$�)���-�W



���#�&�&�#���'�W�����W���,���(�.�W���)�/�(�����.�#�)�(�W�W�
�W2015�W�W�
�W���"���W�����1�W���)�,�!�)�.�.���(�W�����&� �W���(���W�����-�����,���"�W���#�,�����.�#�)�(�-�W�.�)�W���/�*�*�)�,�.�W���"���'�W �û�ú

�#�(�W�.�"���W�-�/���������������&���/�,�����.���W�&�����)�,�W�'���,�%���.�W���,���W�-�.�#�&�&�W�,���&���.�#�0���&�3�W
�/�(�%�(�)�1�(�W���������/�-���W�)� �W�.�"�#�-�W�(���,�,�)�1�W� �)���/�-���W

���#�(���&�&�3���W�.�"���W�#�'�*�&�#�����.�#�)�(�-�W�)� �W���)�'�*�&���.�#�(�!�W���-�)�'���W���)�&�&���!�����W
���/�.�W�(�)�.�W���.�.���#�(�#�(�!�W���W�����!�,�����W�����'���(���-�W� �/�,�.�"���,�W�,���-�����,���"���W
���)�,�W�#�(�-�.���(�������W�,���-�����,���"�W�����(�W���2���'�#�(���W�.�"���W�$�)���-�W�.�"���.�W���,���W
���0���#�&�����&���W�.�)�W�3�)�/�(�!�W�*���)�*�&���W�1�#�.�"�W�(�)�W���,�������(�.�#���&�-���W�1�"���.�"���,�W
�.�"���-���W�#�(���#�0�#���/���&�-�W���0���(�.�/���&�&�3�W�,���.�/�,�(�W�.�)�W�-���"�)�)�&���W�"�)�1�W�.�"���3�W
�/�(�����,�-�.���(���W�.�"���W�/�-��� �/�&�(���-�-�W�)� �W�.�"���#�,�W�.�#�'���W�#�(�W���)�&�&���!�����W���(���W
�1�"���.�"���,�W���)�&�&���!���W�)�î���,�-�W�)�.�"���,�W�(�)�(���'�)�(���.���,�3�W�,���1���,���-�W�.�"���.�W���)�W
�(�)�.�W�,���+�/�#�,���W���,�������(�.�#���&�-���W

2. Research can improve 
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