
 
 

 
Examples of William T. Grant Scholars Proposals 
 
The following abstracts and proposals, submitted by recent William T. Grant Scholars award recipients, 
are intended to serve as examples only. We do not intend for the research and mentoring plans they 
contain to be replicated by future grantees. Rather, we hope that they will serve as examples to 
prospective grantees of what strong proposals look like. Please note that in some instances, the 
applicants proposed enhancements to their research and/or mentoring plans during their interviews as 
finalists for the award. In addition, the proposals were funded under the Foundation’s social settings 
research interest, which was retired in 2014. 
 
All content contained in these proposals is the property of the individual author and cannot be 
distributed or cited in any form without the express written permission of the author. 
 

 
Proposals included, in order: 
 
Stefanie DeLuca, Ph.D., Johns Hopkins University*  
“Moving Matters: Residential Mobility, Neighborhoods, and Family in the Lives of Poor Adolescents” 

 
Guanglei Hong, Ph.D., University of Chicago* 
“Causal Inference Methods for Studying Instruction Effects on Language Minority Students” 

Noelle Hurd, Ph.D., University of Virginia 
“Critical Contexts for the Formation of Natural Mentoring Relationships among Economically 
Disadvantaged African American Adolescents: A Focus on Families and Neighborhoods” 
 
Nikki Jones, Ph.D., University of California, Santa Barbara* 
“Pathways to Freedom: How Young People Create a Life after Incarceration” 
(UC Santa Barbara was the institution at time of submission. Dr. Jones is currently at UC Berkeley) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Please note that, since the submission of these proposals, the Foundation has made significant changes to the 
format of the five-year mentoring plans. Therefore, applicants should carefully review the most recent Scholars 
application guide before moving forward with their proposals. 
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