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Researchers have been 
complicit in limiting what 
counts as rigor and reliability 
in  knowledge production



The limits of 
positivist 
research: A 
reliance on 
assumptions 
about the 
social world

“…the dominant orientation toward 

quantitative social science research in 

education has eschewed critical theories, 

maintained a neo-positivist posture 

toward the data, and assumed privileged 

access to the “truths” of natural 

phenomena via the logics of 

mathematics” (Dixon-Roman, 2016, p. 2). 



Policy claims can rest on problematic assumptions about 
data representation (even when methods are sound)



Critical Policy Analysis

• Focus on politics, history, governance, 
economics while centering racism

• Examining policy as discourse and 
political spectacle, formal and informal

• Centering the perspectives of the 
minoritized, marginalized, and oppressed

• Interrogating the distribution of power 
and resources

• Holding those in power accountable for 
policy design and outcomes

• Draws from CRT, Feminist Theories



Big questions about education policies and 
practices require critical policy analysis

• Is it good for the health and well-being of children? Does it allow 
them to reach their potential as learners, citizens, humans?

• Is this good for developing and sustaining robust systems that serve 
and support communities? 

• How does it address, acknowledge & disrupt racism, and the 
specificities of Indigenous & anti-Black racism?

• How does this intervention relate to the history of racism, 
dispossession, and accumulation of power with regards to 
minoritized children and communities? What power needs to be 
shared or redistributed?



New Orleans: Competing narratives, 
different evidence networks



Black @: Understanding inequity through the 
voices of students and teachers



Examining disciplinarity, APSA 
2011

“In his call for a “revolutionary research agenda” for political 
science, William Strickland argues that in the study of 
democracy in the United States, scholars must ask-and 
answer- the questions of what is meant by a democracy 
that practices slavery, denies civic participation to 
women, excludes population groups from its territory, 
and often governs for the benefit of the most wealthy. He 
argues that until these issues are explicitly explored, a full 
sense of what is being studied is not possible. This is 
equivalent to studying medicine without dissecting 
cadavers, chemistry without a laboratory, or biology by 
solely examining wax plants.”



How CPA can 
improve URE

• Multifocal, multimodal, ecological approaches 
to complex social issues centering the 
intersection of race and power.

• Think critically about the power of analytic 
generalization.

• Redirect strategies that would seek to diversify 
disciplines but not diversify epistemologies, 
methods, and theories. 

• Help to identify what voices, perspectives, 
experiences are missing from our research 
before making research use recommendations. 

• Invest in CPA-informed studies & translation of 
those studies for use by policy makers, 
communities, and practitioners. 


